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What are we talking about? 
• Classification is broadly defined as the act of 
organizing the universe of knowledge into 
some systematic order (Chan, 2007). 
• Subject access 
• Controlled vocabularies 
 
 
Chan, L. (2007). Cataloguing and Classification: An Introduction. 3rd ed. Lanham, Md: Scarecrow 
Press. 
Why are we talking about it? 
• Classification provides the scaffolding of 
information infrastructures 
 • Still essential to 
users 
• Linked data will rely 
on structured data 
in our subject and 
authority files 
 
Rashomon cover art 
Perspectives and Classification 
Perspectives and Systems 
• Objectivity and neutrality are pillars of our practice. 
• Different user needs.  
• Known and well-documented issues:             
LC Classification, LCSH, Dewey Decimal reflect a 
worldview, biases and power imbalances that 
exist in society.   
– Women and computers 
– Placing Indigenous materials in the past (History section)  
 
Are neutral and unbiased 
classifications a possibility? 
 
“Obviously there is no 
classification of the universe 
that is not arbitrary and 
conjectural.” (Borges, 1952, p. 104) 
 
Borges, J.L. (1952), “The analytical language of John Wilkins”, Other 
Inquisitions 1937-1952, Souvenir Press, London, 1973. 
Knowledge Organization and  
Other Ways of Knowing 
The Celestial Emporium of Benevolent Knowledge is a Chinese Encyclopedia described by Jose Luis 
Borges, where an alternative taxonomy of animals is listed: 
 
• Those that belong to the emperor 
• Embalmed ones 
• Those that are trained 
• Sucking pigs 
• Mermaids (or Sirens) 
• Fabulous ones 
• Stray dogs 
• Those that are included in this classification 
• Those that tremble as if they were mad 
• Innumerable ones 
• Those drawn with a very fine camel hair brush 
• Et cetera 
• Those that have just broken the flower vase 
• Those that, at a distance, resemble flies 
 
        (Borges, 1952, p. 104) 
 
 
What can we do to make subject access 
more inclusive and responsive? 
• Further broadening the 
expertise, experiences, and 
perspectives 
• Use multiple headings to work 
around limitations and gaps 
• Advocate for change in standard 
practices 
• Use parallel subject headings 
• Integrating different taxonomies 
through linking technologies 
 
 
Can Linked Data help? 
• Linked Data: a set of best practices for 
publishing and connecting structured 
data on the Web. 
• It is about making data on the web:  
• machine-readable 
• linked to and from other data sets 
• Currently, library data is recorded in records, hiding potential 
context within and across collections. 
 
 Tim Berners-Lee 
 Inventor of the 
Internet  
MARC as “Things”, not “Strings” 
Authority Control finally gets awesome 
http://lccn.loc.gov/no2015062659 
http://geonames.org  
 
http://id.loc.go  
 
Enriching Discovery:  
Potential Use Cases  
Commerce, See Also Rhetoric 
 “Technologies can be used to make systems permeable, 
but the contents of information systems are still governed by 
standards such as LCSH and DDC that also need to be made 
permeable.” 
 
Olson, H. A. (2001). The Power to Name: Representation in Library Catalogs. Signs, 26(3), 639–668. 
 
 
“To classify is human.” 
 
 
 
 
Geoffrey C. Bowker, Susan Leigh Star. Sorting things out : classification and its consequences, 
(Cambridge, Mass. : MIT Press, 1999).  
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“There is nothing more basic than categorization to our 
thought, perception, action, and speech.” 
 
 
 
 
George Lakoff. Women, Fire and Dangerous Things : What Categories Reveal About the Mind, (Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 2008), p. 5.  
 
Queen’s University Library, 1967, https://www.flickr.com/photos/qul_photos/204115138/.  
 
 
“The Library of Congress staff elected to arrange the law 
schedules geographically by jurisdiction, a departure from the 
non-law schedules (which are arranged by subject) and a 
decision that seems appropriate for law collections, but one 
which can sometimes be frustrating for the reference librarian or 
patron, especially in an academic setting.” 
 
 
 
 
Gail M. Daly. “Reference Work in a Classified Collection : Is LC Class K Successful?”, Legal Reference Services Quarterly, 
Volume 13(1), p. 94. [emphasis added] 
 
LCC - First by Jurisdiction 
KF Modified – First by Subject 
When Everything is Miscellaneous 
“What you really want is a [classification] tree that 
arranges itself according to your way of thinking, letting 
you sort first by expertise and then by experience, and 
then tomorrow lets you just as easily sort first by 
language and then by cost, location, and expertise. You 
want a faceted classification system that dynamically 
constructs a browsable, branching tree that exactly 
meets your immediate needs.” 
  
 
David Weinberger, Everything is Miscellaneous: The Power of the New Digital Disorder (New York: Times 
Books, 2007) at 78 [original emphasis]. 
When Everything is Linked 
 
 
“When knowledge was communicated and preserved 
on paper, it had to work around the fact that connected 
ideas were expressed in a disconnected medium.” 
  
 
 
 
 
 
David Weinberger, Too Big To Know: Rethinking Knowledge Now That the Facts Aren't the Facts, Experts 
Are Everywhere, and the Smartest Person in the Room Is the Room (New York: Basic Books, 2011) , p. 
177. 
Exhibit in Boston Public Library, photographed by the author July 26, 2012 
Lewis Martin, March 23, 2005 https://www.flickr.com/photos/ldm/14296081/ 


The Triple 
The Triple 
The Triple 
The Triple 
The Triple 
<owl:sameAs> 
<owl:sameAs> 
KF Modified Linked Data Project 
<skos:related> 
Browse by Juridiction 
Browse by Subject 
Meet the map collection 
(and the map cataloguer) 
About the collection 
• Hundreds of thousands of paper maps, 
divided between the 5th floor of Robarts and 
sub-basement B2 (available upon request) 
 
Organization 
• By geography… 
 
Organization 
• …by theme...  
Organization 
• …and by scale 
Local policies in effect 
• In other words, what we do differently at MDL 
(which I didn’t realize until I worked there for 
five years) 
Local policies in effect 
• (I should really digitize this someday) 
Local policies in effect 
• Scale in the call number 
Here’s a record, a tasty record 


Tools of the trade 
• LC G Schedule 
Tools of the trade 
• LC Subject Cutters for Cartographic Materials 
Tools of the trade 
Tools of the trade 
Issues with this workflow 
• What does it recognize? What does it erase? 
Both places and states of being. 
Secwepemc Cultural Education Society. 1994. Shuswap Nation Residential 
Schools. Kamloops, BC: Secwepemc Cultural Education Society.  
 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
Issues with this workflow 
• The broader question I’d like to take with this 
research: what does this say about the Library 
of Congress’ understandings of what 
geography is and can be? 
 
• But, for now: 
what could linked data do? 
 
Geo-ontologies in linked data 
• How can we conceive of space and place, and 
their relationships to natural, social, and other 
phenomena, in a linked data model? 
• How do we create a linked data model for 
thinking about space that can be extended 
across place and time? 
• What gets left out? 
Expanding singular notions of place 
• Alternate toponyms 
• Expanding on colonial histories 
• Locating places within bounding coordinates 
• Uncovering violence 
LOD: a space for resistance? 
• Building LOD infrastructures 
• Will “experts” eradicate the work of those 
telling alternate histories? 
– “Well actually” 
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